Message to Membership on Member Renewal and the 2022 Launch of our Annual Fundraising Raffle

Dear Brothers,

Two years ago, many of our Col. Thomas J. Cunningham Jr. Division activities were curtailed and cancelled in some cases to protect the health and safety of our members. Even with all its challenges, the past two years have not dampened our spirit and pride. Throughout the coronavirus epidemic, Division members continued to look for ways in which we could go on with our charitable works and fund raising in responsible and healthy ways, such as: 
· Raising money virtually for the annual raffle to support Catholic education.
· Collecting Sweats for Vets to support the material needs of our veterans;
· Financial support for some seminarians and priests within our division; and 
· Providing holiday treats for the VAMC resident Vets in Martinsburg (WV). 

Our state and national levels of the AOH have also been persistent in their communications efforts -- providing timely, relevant information to members through email, on the web and social media. Most importantly, your continued interest, thoughts, and prayers have given us optimism in these dark times. 

Today, we are still in a period of caution but taking steps to return to some sense of normalcy -- to safely bring our members together for fellowship and continue the many works of charity and outreach that our Division has devoted itself to since its founding. Our hearts go out to those brothers who have been affected by the virus. We hope that you and your families remain well. If you know of a Brother in need, please let us know. 

Our work is important and meaningful. However, without your continued membership, loyalty, and support, we would not be able to continuously provide our members with valuable fraternal benefits or to support a variety of charitable causes across Loudoun County. As we celebrate Irish American Heritage Month, what it means to be Irish American, and remembering the courage and sacrifices of our ancestors, there is no better time for each of us to renew our membership and our commitment to the Cunningham Division. Membership is the backbone of our organization. Membership to the finest Irish Catholic Organization in the World also enables our members to live our motto of Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity. 

Membership in the AOH provides a continuing bridge with Ireland for those who are generations removed from our ancestral homeland. Your membership not only binds us fraternally in our common ancestry, it also is a source of income to help our division sustain our charitable works. 

We are counting on dues from every member this year to help maintain our commitments. If you have already submitted your dues, thank you! For everyone else, we would greatly appreciate receiving payment as soon as possible. Kindly submit payment of $30 to our Financial Secretary Jack Devins @ 20345 Hartwell St., Ashburn VA  20147. (703-727-3256, jdevins@yahoo.com). If payment of the annual dues presents a hardship or is not possible given the current situation, please let me know so we can confidentially help you. If you know a brother whose contact information may have changed, please message me with the information so we can reach out to him.

This year, we also hope to revitalize our face-to-face ticket sales which fund many of our charities and initiatives. Your active participation with this year’s “Trip for Two to Ireland” is needed more than ever. More to follow but please plan to do your part in some way!

We are now meeting in person on the second Wednesday of each month at St. Theresa school the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm.….
We will also provide a Zoom link for those who are not yet able to attend in person. 
We look forward to welcoming you back once you are able to join us. 

Thank you for your continued membership and investment in the Cunningham Division of the AOH. Our collective memberships help to showcase the pride we share in the history and traditions of our Irish ancestors and our faith. Your loyalty and support enable us to carry that pride forward to the next generation.

Dia ‘s Muire dhuit! (God and Mary be with you). Stay well!

In our motto…Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity,

Jay McCarthy
President, Col. Thomas J. Cunningham Jr. Division
703 477-5934

Division Web: https://aohloudoun.org/
Division Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/aohloudoun.org
State Web: https://aohvirginia.org/
National Web: https://aoh.com/





